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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Fourteenth Report — “Death of a Witness” — Tabling 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [10.32 am]: I present for tabling the fourteenth report of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled “Death of a Witness”. 

[See paper 3150.]  

Mr J.N. HYDE: On 10 September 2010, the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission was informed by the Corruption and Crime Commissioner that a witness had committed suicide 
two days before his scheduled appearance before a public hearing of the CCC. The man had been under covert 
surveillance by the CCC. On 15 September 2010, the committee issued a formal reference to the Parliamentary 
Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission pursuant to section 195 of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission Act seeking an urgent investigation into what the CCC knew about the circumstances of this matter 
prior to the man’s suicide. The parliamentary inspector undertook a thorough investigation, with the complete 
cooperation of the CCC. 

The committee was informed that the CCC had learned through its covert surveillance that the man had checked 
his life insurance policy, made inquiries to purchase a scalpel and visited suicide websites. In response, the CCC 
made contact with the man’s wife and his employer, raising with them the concerns that the CCC held about the 
man’s welfare. The intervention ultimately proved unsuccessful, as the man still allegedly took his own life. This 
tragedy raises a number of important issues that should not be ignored, given the possibility that a similar 
situation may arise again. 

Shortcomings in the CCC’s procedures were identified by the parliamentary inspector and are discussed in this 
report. In evidence given to the committee, the parliamentary inspector emphasised that, in identifying these 
shortcomings, he was in no way implying or suggesting that the CCC was to blame for the suicide of the witness. 
The parliamentary inspector and the committee make no finding on the death of the witness, as the State Coroner 
will rightly undertake that inquiry. But, as the committee makes a strong recommendation regarding the release 
of information to the coroner and in the public interest, we have decided to make this report public. This report is 
a product of the parliamentary inspector’s investigation and the response of the CCC to the parliamentary 
inspector’s findings and recommendations. The parliamentary inspector has confirmed that this report of the 
committee contains an accurate account of his findings, analysis and recommendations. The family of the 
deceased man has requested that the parliamentary inspector and the committee suppress the identity of the 
deceased witness. The parliamentary inspector and the committee have agreed to this request. 

I wish to thank the parliamentary inspector, Hon Christopher Steytler, QC, and the assistant parliamentary 
inspector, Mr Murray Alder, for their professionalism and commitment throughout the course of this inquiry. I 
also acknowledge the work of our chairman and the other two members of the committee and our committee 
staff. This has been an intense investigation and series of hearings into a very difficult and tragic situation. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Members, I will leave the chair until the ringing of the bells. 

Sitting suspended from 10.38 to 10.40 am 
 


